IN OKLAHOMA

city whose recreations forty-three years ago were
apt to be punctuated by pistol shots ? Come
over with us to some older countries we know of
and we will introduce you to cities a thousand
years old which might well wince under your
rebukes and repent themselves in sackcloth and
ashes. Ha! we observe you, too, are beginning
to relent. Your next paragraph is more en-
couraging:

<e However, during the forty-two years of the history
of the city much has been accomplished, especially in
the acquisition of properties, and some very commendable
progress is to be noted in development of properties.
During the past few years there has been a notable increase
in recreation opportunities* There has also been a con-
siderable increase in the amount of moneys appropriated
currently for the department of parks. The promise of
the future is forward-looking, and I have no doubt that
during this decade Oklahoma City will be one of those
cities of this country that has uisiontd in accomplishments
the significance of an age that through science and inven-
tion is constantly increasing the leisure of the people.*'

We are glad, Mr. Weir, that you have no
doubt of a better future at hand in Oklahoma
City. Neither have we* From what we observed
we think it likely that the City Fathers will not
be content much longer with empty professions
that " recreation is one of the three or four chief
functions of municipal government" but will